
Southern
Highlands Reserve

NATIVE PLANT ARBORETUM
RESEARCH CENTER

Garden Guidelines
The Southern Highlands Reserve provides a 
sanctuary of natural beauty inspired by the native 
environment on display in the gardens. To preserve 
the experience for all visitors, please observe these 
guidelines while touring the garden.

 » All buildings and gardens are smoke-free.
 » Please stay on the lawns and paths.
 » Pets are not allowed, except service animals.
 » Commercial photography or private photo 

publication is not permitted without expressed 
permission from the Director.

Visiting
The Reserve is open for visitation by reservation 
only. Visitor’s Days are the first Tuesday of the month 
April through October, and consist of a 10:00 AM 
guided tour that lasts for two hours. Space is limited 
to individuals and groups of two to four people. 

Garden clubs or private groups of six or more people 
should reserve a guided tour on another day. Group 
tour days are the other Tuesdays of the month and 
Wednesdays  & Thursdays April through October. 

Student groups, and other education classes please 
contact us to make a reservation to visit. 

Admission Prices
Visitor’s Days: $15 per person
Group Tours: $25 per person, $250 minimum
Student Groups: $5 per person

Make a Reservation
www.southernhighlandsreserve.org

Visit our website or contact us about:
 » Volunteer opportunities
 » Philanthropic Support
 » Projects & Events
 » Tours

Southern Highlands Reserve
558 Summit Ridge Rd, Lake Toxaway, NC 28747

www.southernhighlandsreserve.org
828.885.2050

The Founders
Robert and Betty Balentine formed a bond with the natural world early on. Their formative years, 
whether spent in the woodland or the garden, naturally evolved into an organization that focuses on 
research and education of the rare ecology of the Southern Appalachian Mountains.  Their passion for 
nature and commitment to conservation have created an award-winning garden and preserved rare 
habitats for generations to come.

About the Reserve
The Southern Highlands Reserve is a private, non-profit native plant arboretum and research center 
located in Western North Carolina at an elevation of 4,500 feet. Divided into two distinct areas under 
conservation easement, the Core Park and Natural Woodlands, the Reserve plays host to a vast array 
of naturally occurring native plant communities within a High Elevation Red Oak Forest ecosystem. 
The Reserve has been aptly described as “the largest and most diverse collection of native Southern 
Appalachian plants and their cultivars”.

The Core Park comprises our research and education center in the Chestnut Lodge, and the 20-acre 
highly manicured display gardens planted with native species and their cultivars. It is surrounded by 
the 100-acre Natural Woodland managed to maintain wildlife habitat, conservation, and ecological 
connectivity between the two areas. Throughout the Core Park, we seek to demonstrate how plants 
native to the Southern Appalachian Mountains can be used in a managed landscape setting. 

Our Mission
We are dedicated to sustaining the natural ecosystems of the Blueridge Mountains through the 
preservation, cultivation and display of plants native to the region and by advocating for the value of 
these fragile ecosystems through education, restoration and research.
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